
Language Arts: Poetry/Song: Ballads 

Target Level: JS2 

Teaching Objectives: 

1. To introduce the common features found in ballads: 

a. narrative poems/songs: a story bearing a narrator in a poem/song ; 

b. repeated refrains: repetitions/chorus in a poem/song 

c. often about an unhappy experience/ event occurred in the past  

2. To offer a channel for Students (Ps) to revisit the following poetic devices: 

a. rhyming pairs; 

b. rhyme scheme 

3. To encourage Ps to recycle the story writing skills learnt previously 

4. To encourage Ps to use their imagination to empathize and respond to the contexts in 

the songs and poem discussed. 

 

Lessons 1-3 

Part I  

Song 1: A Dear John Letter: (www.youtube.com Senior Site Version) 

Pre-listening: With the title given, Teacher (T) invites Ps to guess what the song is about 

and what the letter is about. 

First Listening: 1. Teacher (T) plays the song without revealing the lyrics and invites Ps 

to listen for words or phrases they hear in the song and to find out as 

much as what the letter is about 

            2. Ps‟ feedbacks 

Second Listening: T gives out Worksheet 1 and Ps fill in Part One: missing words/phrases 

in the lyrics 

Third Listening: T reveals the lyrics and plays the song again 

Post Listening: 1. Ps get into pairs and work out Part Two Song 1: the target common 

ballads features 

             2. Class discussion of Ps‟ answers 

Song 2: Roses are Red My Love Violets are Blue: (www.youtube.com Boby Vinton 

Version) 

First Listening: 1. Teacher (T) plays the song without revealing the lyrics and invites Ps 

to listen for words or phrases they hear in the song and to find out as 

much as what the song is about. 

             2. Ps‟ feedbacks 

Second Listening:  1. T gives out the lyrics of Songs 2 and 3. 

2. Ps get into pairs and work out Part Two Song 2: the target common 

ballads features 

                3. Class discussion of Ps‟ answers 

Song 3: Lemon Tree (www.youtube.com Peter, Paul and Mary Version) 

First Listening:  1. Teacher (T) plays the song. 

              2. Ps follow the lyrics and listen to the song. 

3. Ps get into pairs and work out Part Two Song 3: the target common 

ballads features 

              4. Class discussion of Ps‟ answers 

Second Listening: T plays the song again and Ps listen to enjoy the song. 
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Part II  

Worksheet 1 Part Three 

A: The Three Common Ballad Features 

A) Similarities and Differences 

1. Ps get into groups of 3-4 and compare the three songs to find out their similarities and 

differences.  

2. Ps report on their finding and T concludes the features and introduces that those are the 

three common features found in ballads. 

B) What are ballads? 

  1. In their groups, Ps re-visit the filled-out table in Part Two and complete the given 

cloze to conclude the definition of what ballads are. 

  2. T goes over the cloze and finalizes the cloze answers with Ps. 

C) Poetic Devices: Rhyming Pairs and Rhyme Schemes 

1. Ps re-read the lyrics of the three songs and work out the rhyme schemes and 

rhyming pairs in each. 

2. T discusses the poetic devices found with Ps and further consolidates their 

knowledge scope. 

3. T encourages Ps to look for other poetic devices employed in the songs and fill out a 

table. 

 

Lessons 4-6  

Part I 

Are these Ballads? 

Worksheet 2 Part One 

1. T plays three more different songs with lyrics. Each song will be played once. Ps get 

into pairs and decide if these songs are ballads or not. They also have to find proofs 

from the songs to support their judgment: 

Song 4: The Girl with April in her Eyes (www.youtube.com Chris de Burgh 

Crusader Version) 

Song 5: Visions (www.youtube.com Cliff Richard Version) 

Song 6: One Tin Soldier (www.youtube.com Sam Hui and Chelsia Chan  Version) 

2. Ps work out the rhyme schemes and rhyming pairs in the lyrics, if possible. 

3. Class discussion of Ps‟ answers 

 

Worksheet 2 Part Two 

Poem: Cat’s in the Cradle by Harry Chapin 

Ps have to decide if the given poem is a ballad or not. They have to support their 

judgment with evidence from the poem. 

 

Part II 

A) Worksheet 3  

Group Project: Story Board 

Ps are grouped in groups of 3-4. Here, each group has to produce a storyboard with a 

caption for each picture for either one of the following: 

1. A Dear John Letter 

2. One Tin Soldier 

3. Cat‟s in the Cradle              2 
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B) Individual Project: Story Writing 

  Based on the storyboard created in their own group, each Ps has to transform the 

storyboard into a story of their own to give as much and rich details as possible. They 

are also encouraged to recycle the story writing skills learnt previously: creating a 

climax, a resolution and a creative dialogues and ending employing devices such as 

adjectives, adverbs, synonyms, similes and action words etc. 

 

Part III 

Worksheet 4 

A) Group Project 

  Each group now takes the role as Abby, who is an advice columnist helping people in 

jam. They have to choose to respond to ONE of the five given letters written by the 

characters in the songs and poem covered. They work together to think of some 

constructive responses and advice and suggest them to the chosen sender.  

B) Group Report 

  Each group has to report on their advice and suggestion to be given in class. The other 

groups have to respond to them by filling out a comment form, which is to be collected 

and returned to the respective group. T will also initiate some class discussion on the 

advice and suggestion given after the group reports. 

 

Part IV 

Worksheet 5 

A) Group Project 

Here each group has to choose to work on ONE part in the worksheet: 

Part A: Take the role of John in “A Dear John Letter” and write a reply letter to John‟s 

ex-girlfriend, his sister-in-law now.  

Part B: Take the role of one of the soldiers in the valley in “One Tin Soldier” and write 

an online blog diary after massacring the mountain people that day. 

Part C: Take the role of the father in “Cat‟s in the Cradle”, write an email to his son, 

who also is a father himself now, after being diagnosed of having a terminal 

cancer. 

B) Group Report  

Each group is asked to share their letter/ online blog diary/ email using a visualizer and 

invites feedbacks from the other groups who take the role as the recipient or an online 

friend.  

 

Part V Preparing for the NSS Syllabus Awareness: 

The following issues can be brought up for discussion and further development: 

A Dear John Letter: Love and faithfulness in relationships 

One Tin Soldier: War and peace, greed and peer influence 

Cat‟s in the Cradle: Generation gap, family/home relationship, life regrets 
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Worksheet 1  

Part One 

Listen to the song and fill in the blanks to complete the lyrics.  

 

A Dear John Letter 

* Dear John, 

Oh, how I hate to write! 

Dear John, I must let you know tonight 

That my love for you has died away 

Like the grass upon the lawn. 

And tonight I wed another, dear John. 

  

(Repeat * twice) 

 

Repeated * twice  

 

I was overseas in______________, 

When the postman came to me. 

He handed me a letter 

And I was as __________as I could be. 

„Cause the fighting was all over, 

And the battles have all been ____________. 

But then, I opened up the letter, 

And it started: Dear John….. 

 

Won‟t you please send back my picture? 

My husband wants it now. 

When I tell you who I‟m wedding, 

You won‟t care, do you, anyhow? 

And it hurts me so to tell you  

That my love for you is gone, 

And tonight I wed your brother, Dear John. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Dear John Letter 

* Dear John, 

Oh, how I hate to ________! 

Dear John, I must let you know tonight 

That my love for you has _____________ 

Like the grass upon the lawn. 

And tonight I ________another, dear John. 

  

 

Won‟t you please send back ______________? 

My ______________ wants it now.  

When I tell you who I‟m wedding, 

You won‟t care, do you, anyhow? 

And it ____________ me so to tell you 

That my love for you is gone, 

And tonight I wed ___________________, 

Dear John. 

  

 



 

Listen to Songs 2 and 3. Study their lyrics as you listen. 

 

(2) Roses are Red my Love Violets are Blue 

 

Stanza 1 

A long long time ago on graduation day 

You handed me your book I signed this way 

Roses are red my love violets are blue  

Sugar is sweet my love but not as sweet as you 

 

Stanza 2 

We dated through high-school 

And when the big day came 

I wrote into your book next to my name 

Roses are red my love violets are blue 

Sugar is sweet my love but not as sweet as you 

 

Stanza 3 

Then I went far away 

And you found someone new 

I read your letter dear and I wrote back to you 

Roses are red my love violets are blue 

Sugar is sweet my love good luck 

May God bless you 

 

Stanza 4 

Is that your little girl she looks a lot like you 

Some day some boy will write in her book too 

Roses are red my love violets are blue 

Sugar is sweet my love but not as sweet as you 

 

 

(3) Lemon Tree 

Stanza 1 

When I was just a lad of ten, 

My father said to me,  

"Come here and take a lesson 

From the lovely lemon tree."  

"Don't put your faith in love, my boy,"  

My father said to me,  

"I fear you'll find that love is like  

The lovely lemon tree." 

  

Stanza 2 & Chorus:  

Lemon tree, very pretty, 

And the lemon flower is sweet,  

But the fruit of the lemon is impossible to eat.  

Lemon tree, very pretty,  

And the lemon flower is sweet,  

But the fruit of the lemon is impossible to eat.  

 

Stanza 3 

One day beneath the lemon tree,  

My love and I did lie,  

A girl so sweet that when she smiled,  

The stars rose in the sky.  

We passed that summer lost in love, 

Beneath the lemon tree,  

The music of her laughter hid my father's words 

from me.  

 

Chorus  

 

Stanza 4 

One day she left without a word, 

She took away the sun.  

And in the dark she left behind, 

I knew what she had done.  

She left me for another,  

It's a common tale but true,  

A sadder man, but wiser now,  

I sing these words to you.  

 

Chorus 

 

 

 



 

Worksheet 1 

Part Two 

Study the lyrics of Songs 1, 2 and 3. Complete the table about them below: 

 

 Song 1 

A Dear John Letter 

Song 2 

Roses are Red 

Song 3 

Lemon Tree 

Name the 

characters in the 

song. 

   

Who is the narrator 

in the song?  

   

In about 50 words, 

write the storyline 

of what has 

happened in the 

song. 

   

Do you think this is 

a happy/sad song? 

Why? Support 

answer with 

evidence from the 

song. 

   

When do you think 

the event in the 

song took place? 

Support answer 

with evidence from 

the song. 

   

Write out the 

repeated lines in 

the song, if any. 

   

 



Worksheet 1 

Part Three  

Group Project 

A) Similarities and Differences 

  With the help of the filled-out table in Part Two, compare the three songs and write 

down their similarities in the space provided below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B) What are ballads? 

 

Now in your group, from wha you have found about the similarities and differences 

among the three songs, try to complete cloze below about what ballads are.  

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballads are ____________ in poetic forms, usually read or sung out. 

Many of them are about love. There is usually a __________ telling 

the story in the song or poem. Very often, they are about some 

_______ experiences in the ________. Ballads often have some 

__________ refrain, such as the chorus in a song. 

Similarities 



C) Poetic Devices 

  Can you find some poetic devices in each song? Write out the following for each: 

  a) Rhyme scheme of each stanza 

  b) Rhyming pairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are there any other poetic devices, such as similes, metaphors or personification, that you 

can find in Songs 1, 2 and 3? Write them out in the table below: 

 

 

Song 1 

A Dear John 

Letter 

 

Song 2 

Roses are Red 
    Song 3 

Lemon Tree 



Song 4 The Girl with April in her Eyes 

 

There once was a king, 

who called for the spring, 

For his world was still covered with snow, 

But the spring had not been,  

For he was wicked and mean, 

In his winter fields nothing would grow; 

And when a traveller called,  

Seeking help at the door, 

Only food and a bed for a night, 

He ordered his slave to turn her away, 

The girl with April in her eyes... 

 

Oh, oh, oh, on and on she goes, 

Through the winter's night,  

The wild wind and the snow, 

Hi, hi, hi, on and on she rides, 

Someone help the girl with April in her eyes 

 

She rode through the night  

Till she came to the light, 

Of a humble man's home in the woods, 

He brought her inside,  

By the firelight she died, 

And he buried her gently and good; 

Oh the morning was bright,  

All the world snow-white, 

But when he came to the place where she lay, 

His field was ablaze  

With flowers on the grave, 

Of the girl with April in her eyes... 

 

Oh, oh, oh, on and on she goes,   

Through the winter's night,  

The wild wind and the snow, 

Hi, hi, hi, on and on she flies, 

She is gone, the girl with April in her eyes.. 

 

 

 

 

 

Worksheet 2  

Part One 

Listen to the Songs 4, 5 and 6. Study their 

lyrics. Which of them is a ballad? Or all?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Song 4 The Girl with April in her Eyes  

It is a ballad/not a ballad because 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

 

 
Song 5 Visions 

It is a ballad/not a ballad because 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_ 

Song 6 One Tin Soldier 

It is a ballad/not a ballad because 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 



Song 5 Visions 

 

Visions of you in shades of blue 

Smoking, shifting, lazily drifting, 

My darling, I miss you so. 

 

Time goes by, no wonder my 

Senses go reeling, your eyes so appealing 

I see the whole night through. 

 

When will we meet again? When? When? 

When? 

When will we meet again? When? When? 

When? 

 

I remember the days, beautiful days 

Tenderly gleaming, my whole life seeming 

To start and end with you. 

 

Visions of you in shades of blue 

Smoking, shifting, lazily drifting, 

My darling, I miss you so. 

 

When will we meet again? When? When? 

When? 

When will we meet again? When? When? 

When? 

 

I remember the days, beautiful days 

Tenderly gleaming, my whole life seeming 

To start and end with you.  

 

 

Song 6 One Tin Soldier 

 

Listen children to a story 

That was written long ago 

'Bout a kingdom, on a mountain 

And the valley folk below 

On the mountian was a treasure 

Burried deep beneath a stone 

And the valley people swore 

They'd have it for their very own 

Chorus 

Go ahead and hate your neighbor 

Go ahead and cheat a friend 

Do it in the name of Heaven 

You can justify it in the end 

There wont be any trumpets blowing 

Come the judgement day 

On the bloody morning after who... 

One tin soldier rides away 

 

So the people of the valley 

Sent a message up the hill 

Asking for the burried treasure 

Tons of gold for which they'd kill 

Cam an answer from the kingdom 

With our brothers we will share 

All the secrets of our mountain 

N' all the riches burried there 

 

Now the valley cried in anger 

Mount your horses 

Draw your sword 

And they killed the mountain people 

So they won their just reward 

Now they stood beside the treasure 

On the mountain dark and red 

Turn the stone and which beneath it 

"Peace on Earth" 

Was all it said 

 

Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 



Worksheet 2 Part Two 

Study the poem below. Decide if it is a ballad. Support your answer with evidence from the 

poem. 

Cat’s in the Cradle by Harry Chapin 

My child arrived just the other day, 

He came to the world in the usual way. 

But there were planes to catch, and bills to pay. 

He learned to walk while I was away.  

And he was talking 'fore I knew it, and as he grew, 

He'd say, "I'm gonna be like you, dad. 

You know I'm gonna be like you."  

And the cat's in the cradle and the silver spoon, 

Little boy blue and the man in the moon. 

"When you coming home, dad?" "I don't know when, 

But we'll get together then. 

You know we'll have a good time then."  

My son turned ten just the other day. 

He said, "Thanks for the ball, dad, come on let's play. 

Can you teach me to throw?" I said, "Not today, 

I got a lot to do." He said, "That's ok." 

And he walked away, but his smile never dimmmed, 

Said, "I'm gonna be like him, yeah. 

You know I'm gonna be like him."  

And the cat's in the cradle and the silver spoon, 

Little boy blue and the man in the moon.  

"When you coming home, dad?" "I don't know when, 

But we'll get together then. 

You know we'll have a good time then."  

Well, he came from college just the other day, 

So much like a man I just had to say, 

"Son, I'm proud of you. Can you sit for a while?" 

He shook his head, and he said with a smile, 

"What I'd really like, dad, is to borrow the car keys. 

See you later. Can I have them please?"  

And the cat's in the cradle and the silver spoon, 

Little boy blue and the man in the moon. 

"When you coming home, son?" "I don't know when, 

But we'll get together then, dad. 

You know we'll have a good time then."  

 



I've long since retired and my son's moved away. 

I called him up just the other day. 

I said, "I'd like to see you if you don't mind." 

He said, "I'd love to, dad, if I could find the time. 

You see, my new job's a hassle, and the kid's got the flu, 

But it's sure nice talking to you, dad. 

It's been sure nice talking to you." 

And as I hung up the phone, it occurred to me, 

He'd grown up just like me. 

My boy was just like me.  

And the cat's in the cradle and the silver spoon, 

Little boy blue and the man in the moon. 

"When you coming home, son?" "I don't know when, 

But we'll get together then, dad. 

You know we'll have a good time then."  

 

Discuss the following questions about the poem with your groupmates: 

1. How many characters are there in the poem? Who are they? 

2. Who is narrator in this poem? 

3. How old do you think the father in the poem is? Why do you think so? 

4.Compare the relationship between the father and the son in the past and now.  

5. Do you think this has been a happy or fulfilling relationship? Why? 

6. What do you think the father feels about at this stage of his life? Why? 

7. If you were the father in the song, what would you want to do most now? 

8. If you were a parent, what would you do so that you wouldn‟t fall in the same jam? 

9. Do you think this is a ballad? Give reasons and evidence to support your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worksheet 3 

Group Project  

A) Story Board 

  In your group, produce a storyboard with a caption for each picture for either ONE of 

the following: 

1. A Dear John Letter 

2. One Tin Soldier 

3. Cat‟s in the Cradle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      3 
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Worksheet 3  

B) Individual Project 

  Story Writing 

Based on the storyboard created in your group, transform the board into a story of your 

own. Give as much and rich details as possible. You are also encouraged to recycle the 

story writing skills learnt, such as creating a climax, a problem, a resolution and some 

creative dialogues. Employ some writing devices learnt, for example, adjectives, 

adverbs, synonyms, similes, metaphors or action words, to make your story as 

interesting and lively as you can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part III  



Worksheet 4 

Group Project 

You are now Abby, an advice columnist. This week you have received several letters 

asking for your advice desperately. They are all from the characters in the songs and 

poem covered in this unit. Choose ONE letter and work together to think of some 

constructive advice and suggestion to the sender.  

 

Dear Abby, 

  I am a soldier who‟s been battling overseas. Now the fighting is over and I was happy 

until I received a letter from my girl. She said that her love for me had died away and that 

she would be marrying my brother that very night! I feel so hurt that she did not wait for 

me to return, and betrayed and upset, that my own blood brother had the brazen to steal 

her love from me like that! I am so confused and angry; what should I do? 

                                              John (dear john letter)  

 

 

 

Dear Abby,  

   The mountain folk had this treasure buried under a stone, they said, and we valley 

folk wanted it and swore to make it ours. We thought it was gold, precious gems and we 

told the mountain people we‟d kill for it. But they said that they could only share it! We 

were incensed and we killed them all. Not one person was left alive – my hands will be 

forever stained with their innocent blood – for when we looked beneath the stone, it said, 

“Peace on Earth”! I feel so guilty – I shed blood for nothing. I do not know what to do, 

will you please shed some light on the matter?  

                                Guilty Valley Folksman (one tin soldier) 

 

 

 

 

Dear Abby, 

    I am a man who has been cheated by a girl, yes, a common tale. She was so sweet 

and lovely that I forgot the warnings of my papa. He once told me that love was just like 

the lovely lemon tree – pretty tree with sweet flowers, yet the fruit was quite impossible 

to eat. Ah, that I had listened to my papa! Now I am left quite in the dark, for that sweet 

girl has taken away the light in life. I am so hurt and sad – miserable, even. Please, sweet 

Abby, could you give me some advice?  

                                               Cheated (Lemon Tree) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Abby, 

    Long time ago, I had a girlfriend and I dated her through high school. I wrote, 

“Roses are red, my love, violets are blue. Sugar is sweet, my love, but not as sweet as 

you.” in her book on our graduation day. Then, I left her and went far away to explore 

and build my future when she drifted away and found love in another. She even has a 

little girl who looks painstakingly like her! I confess, I am still in love with her but I 

know that she is happier where she is now. Yet, for my life, I feel so hollow and sad, what 

should I do? 

                              The Ex (roses r red, my love, violets r blue) 

 

 

 

Dear Abby, 

    My son has grown up and moved away from me. Just yesterday, I called him and 

asked him to visit me but he said that he simply didn‟t have the time but we‟d have fun 

sometime later. Then it occurred to me that my boy, as he had so often wished when he 

was younger, had grown to be just like me. I cannot remember how many times when he 

was a kid that he asked me to be with him, play with him, and I always said “No. 

Sometime later, boy, we‟ll have good fun then.” I have reaped where I sowed and now 

my boy does not have time for me. I wish so hard to remedy my mistake, and to stop 

feeling so unhappy. What can I do?  

                                      The Father (Cat‟s in the Cradle) 

 

 

Put in your group advice and suggestion in the space below.  

 

Dear _______________, 

 

Comments/ Advice/ Suggestion: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                              Cheers, 

                                                              Abby   



Group Report 

Comment Form 

As you hear your classmates report on their group advice and suggestion given to their 

chosen sender, try to fill out the form below to give your feedback as if you were the 

sender: 

 

                                Comment Form 

Report Group: __________ 

Sender: ________________ 

 

Clarity on the scenario reported (Circle the asterisks): *   **   ***   ****    ***** 

 

What do you think of their advice and suggestion? 

Very wise      Wise and helpful     Not sure   Not much help   Not of help at all 

and helpful   

 

Reasons: ________________________________________________________________ 

        ________________________________________________________________ 

        ________________________________________________________________ 

                                     

B) Group Report  

Comment Form 

As you hear your classmates report on their group advice and suggestion given to their 

chosen sender, try to fill out the form below to give your feedback as if you were the 

sender: 

 

                                Comment Form 

Report Group: __________ 

Sender: ________________ 

 

Clarity on the scenario reported (Circle the asterisks): *   **   ***   ****    ***** 

 

What do you think of their advice and suggestion? 

Very wise      Wise and helpful     Not sure   Not much help   Not of help at all 

and helpful   

 

Reasons: ________________________________________________________________ 

        ________________________________________________________________ 

        ________________________________________________________________ 

                                     

 

 

 



Part IV 

Worksheet 5 

A) Group Project 

  Choose to work on ONE of the following roles with your groupmates: 

  Role A: You are John in “A Dear John Letter”. After reading the letter from your 

ex-girlfriend, who is now your sister-in-law, write her a reply letter. You may 

tell her anything you want to tell, for example, your feeling, what you will do 

afterwards, or what you want her to do now. Sign your letter “John”. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Role B: You are one of the valley soldiers in “One Tin Soldier”. Write an online blog 

diary after massacring the mountain people that day. In your blog diary, share 

with your online friends what had happened before, during and after the 

massacre. Share also how you feel now and what would you do in future. 

 

 

 

Peace on Earth 

Hell Kingdom>Dark Valley                              1
st
 April 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Posted at midnite by Silly Valley Folk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Role C: You are the father in “Cat‟s in the Cradle”. You have just been diagnosed of 

having a terminal cancer and you know you won‟t have much time left to 

live. You are writing an email to your son, who is also a father himself 

now. You want to tell him what your feelings are when you look back on 

how you two have got along as father and son all along. You also want to 

tell him what you want yourself and him to do to face your final phase in 

life. You can also share with him anything you want in your email. Sign 

your email “Papa”. 

 

To:  

Cc:  

Subject:  

 

Attach Files
  

Message Body  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Suggested Answer Key 

Worksheet 1  

Part One 

Listen to the song and fill in the blanks to complete the lyrics.  

 

A Dear John Letter 

* Dear John, 

Oh, how I hate to write! 

Dear John, I must let you know tonight 

That my love for you has died away 

Like the grass upon the lawn. 

And tonight I wed another, dear John. 

  

(Repeat * twice) 

 

Repeated * twice  

 

I was overseas in battle, 

When the postman came to me. 

He handed me a letter 

And I was as happy as I could be. 

„Cause the fighting was all over, 

And the battles have all been won. 

But then, I opened up the letter, 

And it started: Dear John….. 

 

Won‟t you please send back my picture? 

My husband wants it now. 

When I tell you who I‟m wedding, 

You won‟t care, do you, anyhow? 

And it hurts me so to tell you  

That my love for you is gone, 

And tonight I wed your brother, Dear John. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Dear John Letter 

* Dear John, 

Oh, how I hate to write! 

Dear John, I must let you know tonight 

That my love for you has died away 

Like the grass upon the lawn. 

And tonight I wed another, dear John. 

  

 

Won‟t you please send back my picture? 

My husband wants it now.  

When I tell you who I‟m wedding, 

You won‟t care, do you, anyhow? 

And it hurts me so to tell you 

That my love for you is gone, 

And tonight I wed your brother, 

Dear John. 

  

 



Worksheet 1 

Part Two 

Study the lyrics of Songs 1, 2 and 3. Complete the table about them below: 

 

 Song 1 

A Dear John Letter 

Song 2 

Roses are Red 

Song 3 

Lemon Tree 

Name the 

characters in the 

song. 

John, John‟s 

ex-girlfriend, the 

postman, (J‟s brother) 

The narrator (male 

singer), his ex-girlfriend, 

(the girlfriend‟s 

daughter) 

The narrator (male 

singer), his father, his 

ex-girlfriend 

Who is the narrator 

in the song?  

John, the narrator The male singer himself The male singer 

himself 

In about 50 words, 

write the storyline 

of what has 

happened in the 

song. 

John went to battles. 

All the battles were 

won; but then his 

girlfriend sent him a 

letter telling him that 

she had married to his 

own brother. 

The narrator and his 

ex-girlfriend had dated 

through high school. 

After graduation, they 

parted to seek their own 

future. However, his 

girlfriend fell in love 

with someone else and 

got married. She even 

had a daughter who 

looked a lot like her. But 

the narrator still loved 

her. 

The narrator‟s father 

always reminded him 

of not trusting in love. 

However, he met a girl 

and fell madly in love 

with her that he forgot 

about his father‟s word. 

Not long, the girl left 

him for someone else; 

then he remembered 

that his father‟s word 

was true and wise.  

Do you think this is 

a happy/sad song? 

Why? Support 

answer with 

evidence from the 

song. 

No, because the soldier 

had lost his love and 

she had even married 

to his own brother. 

No, the girl did not hold 

on to their love and left 

him for someone else. 

Yet, now the girl was 

married and had a 

daughter, the narrator 

still loved her much.  

No, the narrator 

genuinely loved the 

girl but she only treated 

her as a summer lover.  

When do you think 

the event in the 

song took place? 

Support answer 

with evidence from 

the song. 

Long time ago, because 

we don‟t need a 

postman to send us 

letters, we can keep in 

touch through emails, 

texts etc. 

When the narrator was 

young as a teenager. 

Probably when the 

narrator was still a 

young man, maybe a 

teenager. 

Write out the 

repeated lines in 

the song, if any. 

The first lyric box in 

the song sheet. 

Roses are red…my love 

not as sweet as you. 

The chorus 

 



Worksheet 1 

Part Three  

Group Project 

A) Similarities and Differences 

  With the help of the filled-out table in Part Two, compare the three songs and write 

down their similarities in the space below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B) What are ballads? 

 

Now in your group, from what you have found about the similarities and differences 

among the three songs, try to complete cloze below about what ballads are.  

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballads are stories in poetic forms, usually read or sung out. Many of 

them are about love. There is usually a narrator telling the story in 

the song or poem. Very often, they are about some sad/unhappy 

experiences in the past. Ballads often have some repeated refrain, 

such as the chorus in a song. 

1. All three of them are about some love 

story. 

2. The singer in each song tells their own 

love story. Each of them is the narrator in 

the song. 

3. All the stories are of a sad ending. 

4. All the singers‟ girlfriends had left them 

for someone else. 

5. All the stories in the songs took place in 

the past. 

6. There are some repeated lines in each 

song. 

7. Accept any sensible observation. 

 



C) Poetic Devices 

  Can you find some poetic devices in each song? Write out the following for each: 

  a) Rhyme scheme of each stanza 

  b) Rhyming pairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are there any other poetic devices, such as similes, metaphors or personification, that you 

can find in Songs 1, 2 and 3? Write them out in the table below: 

 

 Poetic Device Lines that show the device 

Song 1 

A Dear 

John Letter 

Similes 1. 1
st
 stanza:…my love for you has died away like the 

grass on the lawn. 

2. 2
nd

 stanza: He handed me a letter and I was as happy as 

I could be.   

Song 2 

Roses are 

Red 

Similes 1. 1
st
 stanza:…but not as sweet as you. 

2. 2
nd

 stanza: …she looks a lot like you.  

Song 3 

Lemon 

Tree 

1. Smiles 

2. Personification 

3. Metaphor 

1. 1
st
 stanza: …that love is like the lovely lemon tree. 

2. 3
rd

 stanza: …when she smiled, the stars rose in the sky. 

3. 4
th

 stanza: …one day she left without a word, she took 

away the sun. 

 

Song 1 

A Dear John 

Letter 

a) 1
st
 stanza 

a b b c d a 

2
nd

 stanza 

a b c b d d c e 

3
rd

 stanza 

a b c b d e f g 

b) write/tonight, 

me/be,  

now/anyhow 

Song 2 

Roses are Red 

a) 1
st
 stanza 

a a b b 

2
nd

 stanza 

a b b c c 

3
rd

 stanza 

a b b b c b 

4
th

 stanza 

a a a a  

b) day/way, 

blue/you/ 

new/too, 

came/name 

    Song 3 

Lemon Tree 

a) 1
st
 stanza 

  a b c b d b  

  e b 

  2
nd

 stanza & 

chorus 

  a b b a b b 

  3
rd

 stanza 

  a b c b d a a 

  4
th

 stanza 

  a b c b d e  

f e  

b) me/tree/lie/sky 

  sweet/eat, 

  sun/done, 

  true/you 



Song 4 The Girl with April in her Eyes 

 

There once was a king, 

who called for the spring, 

For his world was still covered with snow, 

But the spring had not been,  

For he was wicked and mean, 

In his winter fields nothing would grow; 

And when a traveller called,  

Seeking help at the door, 

Only food and a bed for a night, 

He ordered his slave to turn her away, 

The girl with April in her eyes... 

 

Oh, oh, oh, on and on she goes, 

Through the winter's night,  

The wild wind and the snow, 

Hi, hi, hi, on and on she rides, 

Someone help the girl with April in her eyes 

 

She rode through the night  

Till she came to the light, 

Of a humble man's home in the woods, 

He brought her inside,  

By the firelight she died, 

And he buried her gently and good; 

Oh the morning was bright,  

All the world snow-white, 

But when he came to the place where she lay, 

His field was ablaze  

With flowers on the grave, 

Of the girl with April in her eyes... 

 

Oh, oh, oh, on and on she goes,   

Through the winter's night,  

The wild wind and the snow, 

Hi, hi, hi, on and on she flies, 

She is gone, the girl with April in her eyes.. 

 

 

 

 

 

Worksheet 2  

Part One 

Listen to the Songs 4, 5 and 6. Study their 

lyrics. Which of them is a ballad? Or all?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Song 4 The Girl with April in her Eyes  

It is quite arbitrary if this is a ballad. It has 

all the common features of a ballad except 

that its ending may seem sad for someone  

but it may also be a beautiful one to the 

ending. This is because in the end the girl 

died (sad), but her death had also brought 

beautiful changes to the field, to the world 

(beautiful, not sad). 

 

Song 5 Visions 

It is not a ballad because the song is not 

telling a story though repeated refrain is 

found in the song. The singer is just 

expressing his love to the girl she falls in 

love with. It is not a story occurred in the 

past either.  

Song 6 One Tin Soldier 

It is a ballad because it contains all the 

features of a ballad: 

1. It is a very sad story about a massacre 

of some mountain people for nothing 

though the narrator probably is not 

one of the characters involved. 

2. It is about an old folk tale that 

kingdoms, mountain and valley folks 

are mentioned. 

3. The chorus is the repeated refrain in 

the song. 



Cat’s in the Cradle 

1. How many characters are there in the poem? Who are they? 

  There are mainly two characters in the poem. They are the son and the father. 

2. Who is narrator in this poem? The father. 

3. How old do you think the father in the poem is? Why do you think so? 

  I think he is quite aged in his retiring years because, in the 7
th

 stanza,he said his son had already 

grown up to have his own career, family and son. The father therefore must be old enough to be a 

grandfather. Also, it is said in the poem, in the same stanza, that he had long since retired and his 

son had moved away.  

4.Compare the relationship between the father and the son in the past and now.  

  In the past, the son wanted the father’s company but the father was always far too busy or occupied 

to entertain the son. Now, it is the other way round. The son now doesn’t need his father anymore 

and he has no time or space or empathy for the father. 

5. Do you think this has been a happy or fulfilling relationship? Why? 

  It has never been a happy or fulfilling relationship at first to the son, then to the father. When the 

son needed the father, the father never fulfilled his innocent son. When he now gets old and lonely 

and has the space and time to be with his son, his son obviously doesn’t have the time or space for 

him in his sunset years. 

6. What do you think the father feels about at this stage of his life? Why? 

  Probably, he feels lonely and regretful. He has a son that is never around. He feels regretful because 

it is exactly what had happened when his son was young and needed him. 

7. If you were the father in the song, what would you want to do most now? 

  If I were the father, I would call up my son and tell him I do love him. I would also tell him how 

much I have regretted about being an awful daddy when he was young. I would ask him to forgive 

me. 

  Ps should have more creative and interesting answers than the suggested one here.  

8. If you were a parent, what would you do so that you wouldn’t fall in the same jam? 

  The best way to show our love to someone is to give him “time”, not money, not wealth, not the 

comfort of life. Therefore, if I were a parent, I would treasure the limited moments that I could 

spend with my kids, to grow up with them, to be with them when they still needed me.  

9.  Do you think this is a ballad? Give reasons and evidence to support your answer.  

  It is a ballad. The father is looking back and telling his regret about his story with his son. 

 The second stanza is the repeated refrain in the poem. It repeats in the 4
th

, 6
th

 and last stanza.  


